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stick, you must admit another. So you might have several
iron-tipped lathis in the galleries, fully equal to the task of
cracking heads upstairs, and not too pleasant for members
if they-were to be hurled down from this height."
The most outstanding impression of the crowded House
in attendance that day was of its drabness in comparison
with the Assembly of pre-independence days. Then each
member took pride in wearing his local variant of the different
national costumes ; scions of the Princely States, flashed
with bright silks and jewelled head-dresses ; and the British,
the indomitable British, braved the heat in morning coat
and striped trousers.
All that has vanished. Garments of khaddi, or grey home-
spun, are common as visual evidence of the unsullied
nationalism of the wearers. Many are in European dress.
That day, the only flecks of colour were the saris of Rajkumari
Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health, and two other women
members, and the glowing red uniforms, laced with gold,
of the chaprasis, or overgrown errand boys. Even the
residual glory of the chaprasis may soon disappear. There
is talk of dismissing them altogether ; and their uniform is
already under sentence of abolition.
Proceedings opened with question-time, after the English
fashion. The Speaker watched supplementaries with a
critical eye and was quick to check irrelevancies, and call
for the next question. None the less, the curiosity of several
members had to go unsatisfied, as their queries were not
reached by the time the hour allotted to the answering of
questions was up. That was a pity. I should liked to have
heard Sardar Patel, in his capacity of Minister of Home
Affairs, replying to the last question on the list. It read,
on the order paper of the day :
(a) whether it is a fact that a refugee girl of the age of
6 or 7 years was injured by a car driven by one Shri Kumar
of the Pusa College on the Punchkuin Road on the evening
of the 16th February 1949 ;